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come of this exploit, for the bride was angered, and
Alvaro gave the victor such abusive language, that
young Gonzalo in return gave him a blow which
knocked out his teeth. Lambra screamed out that
never was damsel so dishonoured at her wedding, and
her husband was thus invited to strike his nephew
violently. A fray broke out, and blood would have
been shed had not the Counts of Castille and Lara
interfered, and, as they hoped, made peace.
Afterwards they set forth on a progress through
Castille, taking the bridegroom with them, probably in
hopes of thus keeping the peace, while the seven
Infants were, in the midst of a larger company, to escort
Lambra to her new home at Bavardiello. When they
arrived the brothers went into a garden, where, under
the shade of the trees, Gonzalo bathed his hawk.
Dona Lambra, in whose heart malice was still rankling,
took this opportunity of offering him. the most deadly
insult, by sending a slave to fill a gourd with blood
anof fling it at him. The brothers rushed after him with
their swords. He fled to his mistress, and she tried to
protect him, but in vain. He was slain at her feet, so
that she was sprinkled with his blood; after which they
took their mother, and rode home to Salas.
Dona Lambra set up a bed covered with a pall in
the courtyard, and she and her women wailed over it
eastern fashion. She worked on her husband to exact
terrible and treacherous vengeance. He asked the
Count of Lara to go to Cordova to obtain from Al
Mansour gifts towards defraying the expenses of his
wedding. This seems very strange, but it occurs as a
matter of course in the chronicle and all the ballads,
and it is probable that the Moors were in the habit of

